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To facilitate pursuit of R&D programs in the Earth Resources Survey
area, and as a means of avoiding or at least minimizing the likelihood of
offending sensibilities at howe and abyroad, Mr. Webb has asked this office
to exercise leadership in establishing a review procedure whereby each |
project in ERS is examined prior to its initiation and before any public
disclosures are made. Each proposed project will be reviewed by persons
representing appropriate disciplines and by those knowledgeable of
sensibilities of the va?ious agencies that will likely become substantially
involved or affected by the project during its R&D phase and subsequently.

It is important that this review procedure not be construed or allowed
to become an unnecessary coﬂstraint on initiative or effective management
of on-going projects. It should be recognized as a necessary precautionary
measure designed both to avoid foreseeable pitfalls and to obtain needed
cooperation and support from individuals and from operational agencies of
government for endeavors that could be of great importance to the U.»S.

Procedures for preparing and submitting publications, public statements,

and proposed projects for review will be published shortly.
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